
A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY - Information for Prospective Students September 2021. 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What is Psychology? 
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour. As both are complex, it involves a number of 
different approaches to explaining that mental process or behaviour e.g. behavioural and biological.  
 
What topics are studied in A Level Psychology? 
The PowerPoint presentation running in the classrooms and the AQA specification 
(https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/psychology/specifications/AQA-7181-7182-SP-2015.PDF) 
will give you more detail, but briefly, the topics are as follows: 
Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology, Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, Research 
Methods and Statistics, Issues and Debates in Psychology, Relationships, Stress and Aggression. 
 
Is Psychology an acceptable "A" level? 
YES. Many of our students have gone on to study a wide range of degree level courses including Medicine, 
Neuroscience, Social Sciences, Humanities and Teaching. 
 
What GCSE subjects are needed? 
Grade 5’s in English, Maths and one science. 
 
Is there any coursework? 
No. Psychology is assessed by examinations only. You will sit three A level exams at the end of the course in 
2023. You will also sit internal exams in 2021/2 in order to gain entry onto the second year of A level. There 
will be plenty of exam guidance given in order to help you achieve your potential.  
 
Will there be homework? 
Yes! In order to do well, you need to regularly review work, think about the implications of the 
theories/research studied and develop and practice analytical and evaluative skills. For every A Level subject, 
approximately 4 hours of study outside the classroom each week is required in order to do well. 
 
What use is Psychology? 
Psychology is considered useful in most areas of employment. This would include all jobs which involve 
working with people, including those with mental health issues.  
Students should choose psychology if they think the content sounds interesting and they would like to try a 
new subject. Psychology is not an easy option. Like all A levels it requires hard work but all the staff teaching 
the subject have found it fascinating. We hope the students will too! 
 
Why is Psychology such a popular subject? 
In this academic year we have 253 first year students, 205 second year students, 185 BTEC students and 21 
GCSE students. The increase in popularity of psychology at this college is matched by an increase in the 
country as a whole. Psychology at degree level has also become extremely popular. Perhaps everyone is 
realising how very interesting it is. 
 
 
 
 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/psychology/specifications/AQA-7181-7182-SP-2015.PDF


 
What are the class sizes in Psychology? 
Class sizes are usually between 18-24 students. This varies according to the number enrolled each year and 
the time of year. GCSE and second year classes are normally smaller that first year A level classes. 
 
Are there sensitive topics in Psychology? 
Some of the topics covered in Psychology are potentially sensitive. We will be discussing issues such as 
adoption, neglect, bereavement and mental disorders. You should be prepared to be in the class when such 
issues are discussed. However, students would never need to disclose any personal information. 
 
How much Maths is there? 
At least 10% of the marks in assessments for Psychology will require the use of mathematical skills. These skills 
will be at least the standard of higher tier GCSE Maths. However, they will be applied in the context of 
Psychology A level and you will have opportunities to practice them throughout your 2 years. 
 
What are the A Level Psychology Results like at HSFC? 
Our results are always in the top 25-50% nationally. 
 
 
How can I find out more about the course? 
i) Libraries (and bookshops) will stock some introductory textbooks.  
ii) If you have access to the Internet there is a lot of information available. This includes the AQA website 

where you can access the complete new specification (first examined 2017).  
iii) Try to talk to students who are studying the subject.  
iv) Ask a psychology teacher for information.  
 
What are A Level Psychology lessons like? 
Lessons are aimed at developing your knowledge and understanding of the subject and developing key skills. 
Methods will include: 
i) Explanations given by your teacher, with support from powerpoint presentations, video clips and 

handouts. 
ii) Contributing to a discussion. 
iii) Reading and synthesising information from a variety of different sources. 
iv) Answering different types of questions. 
v) Carrying out class studies. 
vi) Collecting data, presenting findings, explaining results and justifying choice of methods. 
 
 
We hope you will find some parts of the course fun, but like other subjects it involves hard work. We will 
expect you to attend all lessons, to complete set work and meet agreed deadlines. Hardworking, well-
organised students are usually successful. Is there anything else you would like to know? PLEASE ASK. 


