
A Level English Literature 
Exam board:  Edexcel 

 

 

What does the course involve? 

You will study eight texts in total, two for the coursework and six for the exam.  The course will be 

assessed through four modules - three exams and one coursework.  The coursework texts will be 

studied in the second year.  You are expected to buy your own copies of all texts – your teacher will 

tell you which edition to buy. 
 
 
 

Code Details  Course Content Assessment 

 

 

 

9ETO/01 

 

 

 

 

Drama 

(30%) 

Section A:  Shakespeare play 

Exam - one essay question (from a choice of two) on the 

studied text incorporating ideas from wider critical reading 

Exam: 2 hrs15 mins 
 

 June  2022 
 

Open book Section B:  Other drama    

Exam - one essay question (from a choice of two) on the 

studied text 

 

9ETO/02 

 

Prose 

(20%) 

Prose Fiction – two texts on a chosen theme, one of 

which must be pre-1900 
 

Exam - one comparative essay question from a choice of 

two 

Exam:  1 hr 15 mins 

June 2022 

Open book 

 

 

9ETO/03 

 

 

Poetry 

(30%) 

Section A: Modern poetry and unseen poetry 

Exam – an essay (from a choice of two) comparing a 

specified studied poem with and unseen poem 

 

Exam:  2hrs 15 mins 

June 2022 

Open book Section B: Specified poetry collection 

Exam - one essay question (from a choice of two) on a 

studied poetry collection 

 

9ETO/04 

 

 

 
Coursework 

(20%) 

Students study two texts which are linked by theme, 

movement, author or period. 

One extended essay comparing two texts (2500 – 3000 

words) 

Coursework:  

Dec  2021 

 

The texts you will study will be:   
 

Modern Poetry Selection from Poems of the Decade – An Anthology of the Forward Books of Poetry 

A Streetcar Named Desire – Tennessee Williams 

Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 

Never Let Me Go – Kazuo Ishiguro 

Measure for Measure – William Shakespeare 

The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale – Geoffrey Chaucer 

            Coursework texts – your teacher chooses one text, you choose the other 
 

Why should you study English Literature A Level? 
• Because you are passionate about reading, read regularly for pleasure and enjoy discussing 

what you have read 

• Because you want to learn how to write formal, academic essays which present an argument 

• Because you are interested in the literary, cultural and historical contexts which inform your 

interpretation of a text 

• Because you enjoy being challenged intellectually 
 

 

How can I prepare for the A level English Literature course? 

• Read, read, read…and then read some more!  Read a wide range of books.  If your 

reading diet so far has been popular/teenage fiction, try to challenge yourself by 

reading  some more ‘literary’ texts or some ‘classics.’  There are numerous lists of 

‘Books You Must Read’ online – go and explore! 

• Read some of the set texts to see if you enjoy the books we will be studying.  We’d 

recommend you read ‘A Streetcar Named Desire,’ ‘Never Let Me Go,’  ‘Frankenstein’ and 

the modern poetry to begin with;  it might be wise not to tackle the Chaucer just yet!  
  
If you have any queries, please contact Helen Williams, Head of English hew@hereford.ac.uk 

 

mailto:hew@hereford.ac.uk


English Literature A level 

 
We follow the Edexcel English Literature syllabus.  
Assessment for the course is as follows: 
 
Unit 1:  Drama  -  you will study one Shakespeare play  
              and one other play 
              Examination (2 hours 15 mins, 30%): two 
              essays, one on each play 
 
Unit 2:  Prose  - You will study two novels linked by a 
              common theme (one written pre-1900)  
              Examination (1 hour, 20%):  one essay on the  
             two novels 
 
Unit 3:  Poetry  – you will study a collection of modern  
              poetry and another poetry collection 
              Examination (2 hours 15 mins,  30%): two  
              essays, one on each poetry collection 
 

Unit 4:  Independent coursework (20%) – you will                                     

produce a folder (2,500 – 3,000 words) on your 

choice of two texts linked by theme, 

movement, author or period 

 



English Language and English Literature A level – 

 What’s the difference? 
 

English Language A level 
 

What does the course involve?       
                                            Analysis of language – in many forms (spoken and written) 

Annotation of data 
     Variety – no ‘set text’ 

Looking closely at the ‘nuts and bolts’ of language and how it works 
Grammar 
A small amount of original/creative writing (20%) and the rest is exam focussed (80%) 

 What do you need to be successful?        

                                            A level 4/ C or above in GCSE English Language             
      An ability to write clearly and accurately 

 To be an enthusiastic reader and keen to explore a variety of texts including those  
 outside your comfort zone 
 To be interested in how language works in the ‘real world’ e.g. advertising, politics etc 
 To be good at remembering terminology 
 To be methodical 

     To have an eye for detail 
 To be able to work independently 
To be able to work in groups and discuss ideas with others 
 

 

What kind of students tend to choose English Language? 
 

                                            Those who like English, but don’t like ‘traditional’ texts (e.g. Shakespeare or poetry) 
                                            Those who are scientific or mathematical often do well at English Language 

               Those who want to teach (especially Primary) or work with children /young people 
               Those who want to pursue a career in writing (journalism, creative writing) 

 

English Literature A level 
 

What does the course involve? 
  Set texts - poetry, plays and novels 
  Reading from a broad spread of genres and time periods 
  Close analysis of texts 

                                              Bringing your own ideas to a text and looking at different interpretations 
   Exploring ideas and themes within and across texts 
   Looking closely at the effects of language and structure 
   Independent coursework in the second year (20%) - the rest is exam based (80%) 

   

What do you need to be successful? 
 
 

A level 5/high C in GCSE English Language and Literature   
To be able to write fluently and accurately 
To be able to write essays (and to LIKE writing essays!) 
To be a passionate reader   
To be excited about widening your reading diet and exploring new genres 
To be able to work quickly (reading and writing) 
To work independently – particularly important in the second year coursework 
To be able to work in groups and discuss ideas with others 

 

 

What kind of students tend to choose English Literature? 
 

Students who love reading 
Students who love exploring ideas and seeing  things from different points of view 
Students who are interested in a career in English – creative writing, journalism etc 
Often students who are doing other arts or humanities based subjects (eg. History,  

               Drama and Theatre studies)  
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